University of South Carolina

Scholar Commons
Committee to Study the South Carolina
Constitution of 1895 (1949-1950)

South Carolina Constitutional Materials
(Workman Papers)

1950

Proposed New Constitution of the State of South Carolina, 1950
Thomas Allen
Ruth Ruth Roettinger
Committee to Study the South Carolina Constitution of 1895 (1949-1950)

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/scconstitutionalcommittee1949-50

Recommended Citation
Recommended Citation: Proposed New Constitution of the State of South Carolina, 1950, William D.
Workman, Jr. Papers, South Carolina Legal History Collection, Law Library, University of South Carolina
School of Law

This Reports is brought to you by the South Carolina Constitutional Materials (Workman Papers) at Scholar
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Committee to Study the South Carolina Constitution of 1895
(1949-1950) by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact
digres@mailbox.sc.edu.

CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
We, the people of the State in convention assembled, do
ordain and establish this Constitution for the State of South
Carolina.
ARTICLE I.
Declaration of Rights.
Section 1. All political power is vested in and derived
from the people only, who have the right at all times to modify
their form of government.
Section 2. The General Assembly shall make no laws respect~
ing an establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech or of the press, or
the right of the people peaceably to assemble and to petition the
government or any department thereof for a redress of grievances.
Section 3. The privileges and immunities of citizens of
this state and of the united States under this Constitution shall
not be abridged, nor shall any person be deprived of life, liberty
or property without due process of law, nor shall any person be
denied the equal protection of the laws.
Section 4. No tax, subsidy, charge, impost tax or duties
shall be established, fixed, laid or levied, under any pretext
whatsoever, without the consent of the people or their repre~
sentatives lawfully assembled.
Section 5. Private property shall not be taken for private
use without the consent of the owner, nor for public use without
just compensation being first made therefor. Every party to a
proceeding in which the power of eminent domain is being exercised, upon demand therefor at such time and in such manner as
may be prescribed by law, shall have the right to have the compensation finally ascertained by a jury of twelve in the Court
of Common Pleas of the county in which the property involved is
situated.
Section 6. No bill of a t t a i n d e r , ~ ~ facto law, impairing the obligation of contracts, nor law granting any title of
nobility or hereditary emolument, shall be passed, and no conviction shall work corruption of blood or forfeiture of estate.
Section 7. The right of the people to be secure in their
persons, houses, papers and effects against unreasonable searches

and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrant shall issue
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and
particularly describing the place to be searched and the person
or thing to be seized.
Section 8. The power of suspending the laws or the execution of the laws shall only be exercised by the General Assembly
or by its authority in particular cases expressly provided for
by it.
Section 9. Treason against the State shall consist alone
in levying war or in giving aid and comfort to enemies against
the State. No person shall be held guilty of treason, except
upon testimony of at least two witnesses to the same overt act
or upon confession in open court.
Section 10. In the government of this State the legislative, executive and judicial departments shall be forever
separate and distinct, and no person or persons exercising the
functions of one of these departments shall assume or discharge
the duties of any other.
Section 11. All Courts shall be public, and every person
shall have speedy remedy therein for wrongs sustained.
Section 12.
inviolate.

The right of trial by jury shall be preserved

Section 13. No person shall be held to answer for any
crime if the punishment exceeds a fine of one hundred dollars
($100.00) or imprisonment for thirty days, with or without hard
labor, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand jury of
the county where the crime has been committed, except in cases
arising in the land or naval forces or in the militia when in
actual service in time of war or public danger; p rovided, however,
that the General Assembly may provide for the prosecution and
trial of misdemeanors on informations filed by the official
prosecuting attorneys. No person shall be subject for the same
offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or liberty, nor be
compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself.
Section 14. In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial
jury and to be fully informed of the nature and cause of the
accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to
have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor;
and to be fully heard in his defense by himself or by his counsel
or by both. In all indictments or prosecutions for libel, the

truth of the alleged libel may be given in evidence, and the
jury shall have the right to render a general verdict, as in
other cases.
Section 15. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments
inflicted, nor shall witnesses be unreasonably detained. Corporal punishment shall not be inflicted. All persons shall, .
before conviction, be bailable by sufficient sureties, except
for capital offenses when the proof is evident or the presumption great.
Section 16. No person shall be imprisoned for debt except
in cases of fraud.
Section 17. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus
shall not be suspended, unless in case of insurrection, rebellion or invasion the public safety requires it, and then only
in such manner as may be prescribed by law.
Section 18. A well regulated militia being necessary to
the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep
and bear arms shall not be infringed. As in times of peace
armies are dangerous to liberty, they shall not be maintained
without the consent of the General Assembly. The military power
of the State shall always be held in subordination to the civil
authority and be governed by it. No soldier shall in time of
peace be quartered in any house without the consent of the owner,
nor in time of war but in the manner to be prescribed by law.
Section 19. No person shall in any case be subject to martial law or to any pains or penalties by virtue of that law,
except those employed in the army and navy of the United States,
and except the militia in actual service, but by the authority
of the General Assembly.
Section 20. The enumeration of rights and privileges in
this Constitution shall not be construed to impair or deny others
retained by the people.
ARTICLE II.
Suffrag e and Elections.
Section 1. All elections shall be free and open, and shall
be by ballot, and the ballots shall never be counted in secret,
but secrecy of voting shall at all times be preserved: p rovided
that the General Assembly may provide for the use of mechanical
devices for voting or counting the votes: and may also provide

a manner in which qualified electors who may be absent from
this State may vote, and for the return and canvass of their
votes in the polling precincts in which they reside. The
General Assembly shall prescribe the manner of holding elections and of ascertaining the results thereof, and it shall
provide for the establishment of polling precincts in the
several counties of the State, and those now existing shall
so continue until abolished or changed. Each elector shall
be required to vote at his own precinct, but provision shall
be made for the transfer to another precinct upon his change
of residence.
Section 2. Every citizen of this State and of the United
States twenty-one years of age and upwards, whether a man or
a woman, not laboring.under the disabilities named in this
Constitution and possessing the qualifications required by it,
shall be an elector.
Section 3. The qualifications for suffrage shall be:
(a) residence in the State for two years, in the county one
year, and in the polling precinct four months; p rovided, that
ministers in charge of organized churches and teachers in public schools shall be entitled to vote in the county and polling
precinct of their residence after six months residence in the
State, if otherwise qualified; and p rovided further, that temporary absence from the State shall not forfeit a residence
once obtained, nor for the purpose of voting shall any person
be deemed to have gained or lost a residence by reason of presence or absence while employed in the service of the United
States, or while engaged in the navigation of the waters of
this State, or of the United States, or of the high seas, or
while a student of any institution of learning; (b) registration which shall be provided for and regulated by law in conformity with the provisions of this Constitution.
Section 4. Registration under this Constitution shall be
conducted by a board of three discreet persons in each county,
to be appointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate; and there shall be issued to each registered elector a certificate of registration, which shall be
renewed upon application therefor when lost, mutilated or destroyed if the applicant for renewal is still a qualified elector.
At least thirty days before an election the registration books
shall close for that election, during which time transfers and
registration for that election shall not be legal; p rovided,
persons who will become of age during that period shall, if
duly qualified, be entitled to registration before the books
are closed.

Section 5. The registration of every elector, pursuant
to the Constitution of 1895, since the year 1947 and until
the expiration of six months from the effective date of this
Constitution, exclusive of such date, shall be permanent in
character, and no further registration shall be required.
Any person who applies for registration after the expiration
of six months from the effective date of this constitution,
exclusive of such date, if found to be qualified under the
provisions thereof, shall be registered, and such registration
shall be permanent in character and no other registration
shall be required; but before being registered the applicant
shall be required to file with the Board of Registration for
the county of his residence a certificate of literacy, issued
by the Board of Education of that county, to the effect that
he has successfully completed the seventh grade of an accredited
public school, or that he has at least an equivalent education
otherwise acquired; or to prove that he owns, and has paid all
taxes collectible during the preceding year on, property in
this State assessed at one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) or more.
The certificate of literacy herein mentioned shall be issued by
the county Board of Education upon satisfactory proof that the
applicant has successfully completed the seventh grade of an
accredited public school, or upon his standing an examination,
conducted by the Board, showing that he has acquired otherside
at least an equivalent education. This examination shall be
conducted pursuant to rules and regulations to be adopted by
the State Board of Education providing for a reasonably adequate
examination, uniform in character.
Section 6. The following persons are disqualified from
being registered and from voting:
(a) persons convicted of,
or pleading guilty to, any crime against election laws or any
crime involving moral turpitude; p rovided, that the Governor
may, in his discretion, remove any such disqualification as
to any person by executive order; and (b) persons who are!!££
compos mentis, and persons while confined in any public prison.
Section 7. Any person denied registration shall have the
right to appeal to the Court of Common Pleas, and thence to the
Supreme Court, to determine his right to vote under the limitations imposed in this article; and on such appeal to the Court
of common Pleas the hearing shall be de novo.
Section 8. Electors in city and town elections shall have
the qualifications and be subject to the disqualifications
herein prescribed, and the production of a certificate of registration from the registration officers of the county, as an
elector at a precinct included in the city or town, shall be a
condition prerequisite to voting in such elections.

Section 9. The General Assembly shall provide by law for
the regulation of party primary elections and the punishment
of fraud relating to the same; and no person shall be allowed
to participate in any primary election unless he is a qualified
elector under the provisions of this Constitution.
Section 10. No power, civil or military, shall at any
time interfere to prevent the free exercise of the right of
suffrage in this State; and the right of suffrage, as regulated
in this Constitution, shall be protected by law regulating elections and prohibiting, under adequate penalties, all undue
influences from power, violence, bribery, tumult or improper
conduct.

ARTICLE III.
Leg islative Department.
Section 1. The legislative power of the State shall be
vested in the General Assembly of the state of South Carolina,
which shall consist of two houses, a Senate and a House of
Representatives, and which shall meet in the city of Columbia
in regular annual sessions beginning on the second Tuesday of
each January, unless a different day shall have been set by
law. Should the casualties of war or contagious disease render
it unsafe to meet in the designated place, then the Governor
may by proclamation appoint a more secure and convenient place
of meeting during the period of such emergency.
Section 2. The Senate shall be composed of one member from
each county of the State, to be elected by the qualified electors
thereof for a term of four years.
Section 3. The House of Representatives shall be composed
of one hundred and twenty-four members, to be apportioned among
the several counties according to the number of inhabitants in
each, and to be elected from each county by the qualified electors thereof for a term of two years. The General Assembly shall
make such reapportionment as may be required in the event of the
formation of new counties or the consolidation of old counties,
and inunediately after each United States census it shall reapportion the number of Representatives to be elected from each county
in accordance with the changes in the population of the several
counties. In assigning Representatives to the several counties
the General Assembly shall allow one Representative to every one
hundred and twenty-fourth part of the whole number of inhabitants
in the State; but if in the apportionment or reapportionment of

Representatives any county should appear from its population
not to be entitled to a Representative, such county nevertheless shall have one Representative; and if there should still
be a deficiency in the number of Representatives herein required,
such deficiency shall be supplied by assigning Representatives
to those counties having the largest surplus fractions.
Section 4. No person shall be eligible to be a member of
the Senate or House of Representatives who at the time of his
election is not a qualified elector under this Constitution in
the county in which he may be chosen. Senators shall be at
least twenty-five years of age and Representatives at least
twenty-one years of age.
Section 5. The Senate shall choose one of its members as
its President pro tempore, who shall be the presiding officer
of the Senate in the absence of the Lieutenant Governor, or when
he exercises the office of Governor, or when the office of Lieutenant Governor becomes vacant for any cause. The House of
Representatives shall choose one of its members as its presiding
officer, who shall be designated the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.
Section 6. The election of members of the General Assembly
shall be held on the Tuesday next following the first Monday in
November in the even numbered years. At each election all members of the House of Representatives shall be chosen, but Senators
shall be so classified that one-half of their number, as nearly
as practicable, shall be chosen at each such election. The terms
of office of the Senators and Representatives chosen at an election shall begin on the Monday following such election.
Section 7. If any county should fail to choose a member or
members of the General Assembly on the day of election, or if any
person chosen a member of either house should fail to qualify,
or should resign, die, or depart the State, or should for any
cause because disqualified to be a member of the General Assembly,
a writ of election shall be issued by the President of the Senate
or Speaker of the House of Representatives, as the case may be,
for the purpose of filling the vacancy thereby occasioned for the
remainder of the term concerned, and the term of office of the
person so elected shall begin on the Monday following such election.
Section 8. The members of the General Assembly shall receive
an annual salary for services, and in addition, mileage and per
diem for all expenses during attendance at regular and special
sessions; p rovided, however, that the President pro temp ore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, each

by virtue of his office, shall receive appropriate additional
allowances. No member of the General Assembly shall receive
any pay or allowance of any character except that hereinbefore
mentioned, and the amounts thereof shall neither be increased
nor diminished so as to apply to any member during the term of
office he is then serving.
Section 9. The members of the General Assembly shall, in
all cases except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be
privileged from arrest during their attendance at the sessions
of their respective houses, and in going to and returning from
the same; and for any speech or debate in either house they
shall not be questioned in any other place.
Section 10. Each house shall be the judge of the election
returns and the qualifications of its own members, and a majority
of each house shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and
may compel the attendance of absent members in such manner and
under such penalties as may be provided by law or rule. Each
house shall choose its own officers, determine its rules of procedure, punish its members for disorderly behavior, and with the
concurrence of two-thirds of all its members expel a member.
Section 11. Each house shall have power to compel the
attendance and testimony of witnesses and the production of books
and papers, either before the house as a whole or before any
committee thereof. Each house may punish by imprisonment during
its sitting any person not a member who shall be guilty of disrespect to ~he house by any disorderly or contemptuous behavior
in its presence, or who during the time of its sitting shall
threaten harm to the body or estate of any member for anything
said or done in either house, or who shall assault any of them
therefor, or who shall assault or arrest any witness or other
person, ordered to attend either house, in his going thereto or
returning therefrom, or who shall rescue any person arrested by
order of either house; but such time of imprisonment shall not in
any case extend beyond the session of the General Assembly.
Section 12. Each house shall keep a journal of its own proceedings which shall be published from day to day, excepting such
parts as, in its judgment, may require secrecy. Any members of
either house shall have liberty to dissent from and protest against
any action which he may think injurious to the public or to an
individual, and _have the reasons of his dissent entered on the
journal.

Section 13. Each house shall prescribe its methods of
voting on all matters before it, with the exceptions specified
in this Constitution; but the yeas and nays of the members of
either house on any question shall, at the desire of ten members of the House of Representatives or five members of the
Senate respectively, be taken and entered on the journal. In
all elections by the General Assembly, or either house, unless
there is unanimous consent to the contrary, the viva voce vote
of each member shall be entered on the journal.
Section 14. The doors of each house shall be open, except
on such occasions as in the opinion of the house may require
secrecy.
Section 15. Neither house, during a session of the General
Assembly, shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for
more than three days, nor to any other place than that in which
the two houses shall be at the time sitting.
Section 16. No law shall be enacted except by bill or
joint resolution; and all provisions in this Constitution relating to bills shall apply to joint resolutions. Any bill may
originate in either house, and may be amended, altered, rejected
or approved by the other. The style of all bills shall be:
"Be
it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina."
Every act or resolution having the force of law shall relate to
but one subject, and that shall be expressed in the title.
Appropriation bills shall be confined to appropriations and
measures for raising revenue for the same, and shall specify
the objects and purposes for which the appropriations are made;
and the several amounts thereof shall be stated in distinct
items and sections.
Section 17. Except as hereafter in this section provided,
no bill shall have the force of law until it has been read on
three different days in each house; has received the assent of
a majority of the members of each house voting thereon; has had
the Great Seal of the State affixed thereto; and has been signed
by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives; p rovided, that either house may provide by rule
for readings of any bill by its title only; and p rovided further,
that either house by unanimous consent may pass a bill without
compliance with the requirement that it be read on three different
days.
Section 18. Every bill which has passed the General Assembly
except on a question of adjournment, before it becomes a law shall
be presented to the Governor, and if he approves he shall sign it,
and it shall become a law; if not, he shall return it with his

objections to the house in which it originated, which shall
enter the objections at large on its journal and proceed to
reconsider it. If after such reconsideration two-thirds of
that house agree to pass the bill, it shall be sent, together
with the objections of the Governor, to the other house, where
it shall be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of
that house it shall become a law, notwithstanding the Governor's
veto; but in all such cases the votes of each house shall be
taken by yeas and nays and entered on its journal. If the
Governor does not approve any one or more of the items or sections contained in any appropriation bill, but approves the
residue thereof, he shall indicate over his signature the part
so approved, and it shall become the law, and any items or sections so disapproved shall be returned and acted upon separately,
in the same manner, and with the same effect, as in the case of
any other veto by the Governor. If a bill has not been signed
or returned by the Governor within three days after it has been
presented to him, Sundays excepted, it shall become a law in
like manner as if he had signed it, unless the adjournment of
the General Assembly prevents return, in which case it shall
become a law unless returned within two days after the convening
of the next session.
Section 19. In the exercise of the police power the General
Assembly shall have the power to prohibit the manufacture and
sale, either or both, of alcoholic liquors or beverages within
the State, but may license persons or corporations to manufacture
and sell, either or both, alcoholic liquors or beverages under
such rules and restrictions as it may deem proper; and it may
authorize and empower officers of the State, counties, cities,
and towns, all or either, under the authority and in the name
of the State, to buy in any market and sell at retail within the
State liquors and beverages in such packages and quantities,
under such rules and regulations, as it deems expedient; p rovided,
that no license shall be granted to sell alcoholic beverages in
less quantities than one-half pint, or to sell them between sundown and sunrise, or to sell them to be drunk on the premises;
and p rovided further, that the General Assembly shall not delegate to any county, city or town the power to issue licenses to
sell the same.
Section 20. The General Assembly shall never grant extra
compensation, fee, or allowance to any public officer, agent,
servant or contractor after service rendered, or contract made,
nor authorize payment or part payment of any claim under any
contract not authorized by law.

Section 21. Local or special laws, not in conflict with
any other provision of this Constitution, may be enacted by the
General Assembly regulating or relating to the internal government or the fiscal affairs of counties, townships and school
districts; but in no other case shall any local or special law
be enacted when a general law can be made applicable, unless
otherwise expressly authorized by this Constitution.
Section 22. It shall be the duty of the General Assembly
to enact laws limiting the number of acres of land which any
person not a citizen of the United States, or any corporation
controlled by such persons, may own within this State.
Section 23. No lottery shall ever be operated or advertised in any newspaper or otherwise in this state, and no lottery
tickets shall be sold in the State. The General Assembly shall
provide by law for the enforcement of the provisions of this
section.
Section 24. The General Assembly shall provide adequately
for the care of the insane and the poor.
Section 25. The General Assembly shall provide for the
codification of the general statutory laws of the State at least
once in every ten years; and the Code as so prepared, if and
when approved, shall be declared, in an act duly and legally
adopted, to be the only general statutory law of the State.
Section 26. Every statute shall be a public law, unless
otherwise declared in the statute itself.

ARTICLE IV.
Executive Dep artment.
Section 1. The executive power of the State shall be vested
in a Governor who shall be chosen by the qualified electors of
the State for a term of four years and shall not be eligible to
succeed himself. He shall take office during the first session
of the General Assembly after his election, on such day during
the second week of the session as may be provided by law. He
shall reside at the capital of the State except in case of contagion or the emergencies of war, but during the sittings of
the General Assembly he shall reside where its sessions are held.
No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor unless he
has attained the age of thirty years and is otherwise qualified
under the provisions of this Constitution. The person receiving
the highest number of votes in an election for Governor shall be

declared elected; but if two or more shall be equal, and highest in votes, one of them shall be elected Governor by the
General Assembly in joint meeting at the regular legislative
session next following the election for Governor by the people.
Contested elections for the office of Governor shall be determined in such manner as shall be prescribed by law.
Section 2. It shall be the duty of the Governor to see
that the laws are faithfully executed, and to that end he shall
have power by appropriate action or proceeding, brought by the
Attorney General, pursuant to his direction, and in the name of
the State, in any appropriate tribunal, to enforce compliance
with any constitutional or legal mandate, or to restrain violation of any constitutional or statutory duty by and officer,
department or agency of the State; but this power shall not be
construed to authorize any action or proceeding against the
General Assembly.
Section 3. The Governor shall appoint, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, all officers for whose election or appointment provision is not otherwise made by this
Constitution or by law. He shall have the power to require
all officers in the executive department and in all administrative offices and agencies of the State government to give him
information in writing or otherwise upon any subject relating
to their respective offices, including itemized statements of
receipts and disbursements. All grants and commissions shall
be issued by the Governor in the name of and by the authority
of the State of South Carolina, signed by him, sealed with the
Great Seal of the State, and countersigned by the Secretary of
State. The Governor shall be commander-in-chief of the armed
forces of the State (except when they have been called into
the service of the United States), and he may call out the
volunteer and militia forces, either or both, to execute the
laws, to suppress insurrection, to repel invasion and to preserve the public peace.
Section 4. The Governor shall have power to grant reprieves
and to commute sentences of death to life imprisonment, but the
granting of all other clemency to persons convicted of crime
shall be vested in a Probation, Parole and Pardon Board composed
of one member from each Congressional District, as such district
is now established, to be appointed by the Governor, by and with
the advice and consent of the Senate. The members of the Probation, Parole and Pardon Board in office when this Constitution
becomes effective shall continue in office until their respective
terms expire and shall constitute the board herein provided for,
and at the expiration of the term for which each member of the

present board has been appointed the successor of such member
shall be appointed for a term of twelve years, so that the term
of office of one member of the board will expire every two
years, as at present provided. Appointments to fill vacancies
caused by death, resignation or disability shall be for the
unexpired term. The Probation, Parole and Pardon Board shall
grant pardons, issue paroles and admit to probation under such
terms and conditions as it may deem proper, but a two-thirds
vote of all members of the board shall be necessary for clemency
in any case. The board shall submit to the Governor and the
General Assembly annual repcrts giving in detail all action taken
by it. The General Assembly shall enact appropriate legislation
providing for a staff for the board, defining the duties and
powers of the board, not in conflict herewith, and appropriating
funds for its proper operation.
Section 5. The Governor shall at the beginning of each
session, and may at other times, give to the General Assembly
information as to the affairs of the State, and recommend for
its consideration such measures as he may deem necessary or
expedient. He shall have the power of veto over bills passed
by the General Assembly, as provided elsewhere in this Constitution.
Section 6. The Governor may when he deems it necessary or
expedient convene the General Assembly in extra session. In case
either house remains without a quorum for five days, or in case
of disagreement between the two houses during any session with
respect to the time of adjournment, the Governor may adjourn them
to such time as he may think proper, not beyond the time of the
next annual session.
Section 7. A Lieutenant Governor shall be chosen at the
same time and in the same manner as the Governor, and he shall
possess the same qualifications and continue in office for the
same period as the Governor. He shall ex officio be President
of the Senate. The Lieutenant Governor while presiding in the
Senate shall have no vote, unless the Senate be equally divided.
Section 8. In case of the failure of the Governor to
qualify, or in case of his impeachment, death, resignation, or
disqualification from any cause, the powers and duties of the
office of Governor shall devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor
for the remainder of the term, or until the disqualification
of the Governor has been removed; and in the event of the death
of a Governor-elect the Lieutenant Governor-elect shall become
Governor in place of the deceased Governor-elect. In case of
the inability to serve or disqualification of both the Governor
and the Lieutenant Governor for any of the foregoing reasons,

the President pro tempore of the Senate shall become Governor,
and he shall then forthwith by proclamation convene the Senate
in order that a President pro tempore may be chosen in his
place. A member of the Senate thus acting as Governor shall
thereupon vacate his seat in the Senate, and another person
shall be elected in his stead.
Section 9. The Governor and the Lieutenant Governor shall
receive for their services such compensation as may be provided
by law, which shall not be diminished during the term for which
they have been elected.
Section 10. There shall be elected by the qualified electors of the State a Secretary of State, a Comptroller General,
an Attorney General, a Treasurer, an Adjutant and Inspector
General and a State Superintendent of Education, who shall take
office at the same time as the Governor and hold their respective
offices for the term of four years. Their duties and compensation shall be prescribed by law, and such compensation shall not
be diminished during the period for which they have been elected.

ARTICLE V.
Judicial Dep artment.
Section 1. The judicial power of the State shall be vested
in a Supreme Court and two Circuit Courts, to wit, a Court of
Common Pleas in each county having civil jurisdiction and a
Court of General Sessions in each county having criminal jurisdiction, and in such Courts inferior to the Supreme Court and
the circuit Courts as the General Assembly may from time to time
establish; but no such inferior court shall be invested with
jurisdiction of any criminal case when the punishment for the
crime charged may exceed imprisonment for the term of ten years,
or with jurisdiction of any civil case when the amount involved
exceeds the sum of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00). Justice
shall be administered in a uniform mode of pleading without distinction between law and equity.
Section 2. The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Justice and four Associate Justices, any three of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. The Chief Justice
shall preside, and in his absence the senior Associate Justice
present. They shall be elected by a joint vote of the General
Assembly for a term of ten years, and they shall be so classified
that one of them shall go out of office every two years.

Section 3. The Supreme Court shall have power to issue
writs or orders of injunction, mandamus, quo warranto, prohibition, certiorari, habeas corpus and other original and
remedial writs. It shall have appellate jurisdiction only in
cases of chancery, and in such appeals it shall review the
findings of fact as well as the law, except in chancery cases
where the facts are settled by a jury and the verdict is not
set aside; and it shall constitute a Court for the correction
of errors at law. The Court shall be held at least twice in
each year at the seat of government and at such other place
or places in the State as the General Assembly may direct.
Section 4. If any Justice of the Supreme Court should be
disqualified to hear any cause, or should be otherwise prevented
from acting therein, the Chief Justice, or the ranking Associate
Justice, if the Chief Justice should be disqualified or unable
to act, may assign any disengaged Circuit Judge, or available
retired Justice or Circuit Judge, to fill the temporary vacancy
as an Acting Associate Justice; and such service on the part of
any Circuit Judge shall not be within the inhibition against
dual office holding, but shall be merely incidental to the performance of his judicial duties. If there should be no disengaged
Circuit Judge or available retired Justice or Circuit Judge, the
Governor shall commission as Acting Associate Justice such person,
learned in the law, to fill such temporary vacancy, as may be
recommended by the Chief Justice, or by the ranking Associate
Justice, if the Chief Justice should be disqualified or unable
to act. The same course shall likewise be pursued with regard
to the assignment of a disengaged Circuit Judge or an available
retired Justice or Circuit Judge, or the appointment of a person
learned in the law, to hold terms of the Circuit Court or Courts
of inferior jurisdiction. In case all of the Justices of the
Supreme Court should be disqualified or unable to hear any
particular case or cases, a majority of the Justices shall certify the fact to the Governor, and he shall commission the
requisite number of persons learned in the law for the hearing
and determination thereof.
Section 5. There shall be appointed by the Justices of
the Supreme Court a Reporter and a Clerk of the Court, who shall
hold their offices for four years, and who shall perform such
duties as may be prescribed by law, and such rules! not inconsistent with law, as may be adopted by the Court.
Section 6. When a judgment or decree is reversed or affirmed
by the Supreme court, every point made and distinctly stated in
the cause and fairly arising upon the record of the case shall be
considered and decided, and the reasons for the decision shall be
concisely and briefly stated in writing and preserved with the
record of the case. In all cases decided by the Supreme Court

the concurrence of three of the Justices shall be necessary for
a reversal of the judgment below.
Section 7. The State shall be divided into as many Judicial Circuits as the General Assembly may prescribe. For each
Circuit a Judge shall be elected by a joint vote of the General
Assembly, who shall hold office for a term of six years, and at
the time of his election and during his continuance in office
he shall be a resident of the Circuit of which he is Judge.
Judges of the Circuit Courts shall interchange Circuits with
each other, and the General Assembly shall provide therefor.
Section 8. The Courts of Common Pleas shall have original
jurisdiction, subject to appeal to the Supreme Court, to issue
writs or orders of injunction, mandamus, habeas corpus, and
such other writs as may be necessary for the full effectuation
of their powers. They shall have original jurisdiction in all
civil cases, and they shall have appellate jurisdiction in all
civil cases within the jurisdiction of inferior Courts, unless
the General Assembly provides for a direct appeal to the Supreme
Court. The Court of Common Pleas shall sit in each county at
least twice in every year at such stated times and places as may
be appointed by law.
Section 9. The Courts of General Sessions shall have original jurisdiction in all cirminal cases, except those arising
from the violation of ordinances of cities or towns, and· they
shall have appellate jurisdiction in all criminal cases within
the jurisdiction of inferior Courts, ·unless the General Assembly
provides for a direct appeal to the Supreme Court. The Court of
General Sessions shall sit in each county at least twice in
every year at such stated times and places as may be appointed
by law.
Section 10. Each of the Justices of the Supreme Court and
Judges of the circuit Court shall have the same power at chambers
to issue writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, quo warranto, certiorari, prohibition and interlocutory writs or orders of injunction
as when in open Court. The Judges of the circuit Courts shall
also have such other powers at chambers as the General Assembly
may provide.
Section 11. Judges shall not charge juries in respect to
matters of fact, but shall declare the law.
Section 12. It shall be the duty of the Justices of the
Supreme Court to file their decisions within sixty days from
the last day of the court at which the cases were heard, and

the duty of the Judges of the circuit Courts to file their
decisions within sixty days from the rising of the last court
of the Circuit then being held.
Section 13. No person shall be eligible to the office
of Chief Justice, Associate Justice or Judge of the Circuit
Court unless he is a citizen of the United States and of this
State, has attained the age of thirty-five yea-rs, and has
been a licensed attorney at law in this State for at least
ten years, p rovided, however, that this shall not serve to
disqualify, or to prevent his re-election, any Chief Justice
or Associate Justice of the Supreme Court or Judge of the
Circuit Court who has already qualified for the office at the
time of the adoption of this Constitution.
Section 14. All vacancies in the Supreme Court or in
the Circuit Courts shall be filled by election as herein prescribed, p rovided, that if the unexpired term does not exceed
one year such vacancy may be filled by executive appointment.
Section 15. The Justices of the Supreme Court and the
Judges of the Circuit Courts shall each receive for their services compensation to be fixed by law, which shall not be
diminished during their continuance in office.
Section 16. No Justice of the Supreme Court or Judge of
the Circuit Court shall preside or in any manner participate
in his official capacity at the trial or hearing of any cause
in the event of which he may be interested, or when any of
the parties shall be connected with him by consanguinity or
affinity within the sixth degree, or in which he may have been
counsel or have presided in any other court.
Section 17. There shall be a Court of Probate in each
county of the State, which shall have jurisdiction in all
matters testamentary and of administration, in business appertaining to minors, the allotment of dower, and in cases of
idiocy, lunacy, and persons~ compos mentis.
Section 18. A sufficient number of magistrates shall be
appointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent
of the Senate, for each county in the State, who shall hold
office for the term of four years. They shall have such jurisdiction in civil and criminal cases as the General Assembly may
prescribe, which need not be uniform throughout the State; provided, however, that no magistrate shall have jurisdiction of
any civil case in which the amount involved exceeds one thousand
dollars ($1,000.00) or in which the title to real estate is in

question, or of any case in chancery, or to try any criminal
case in which the crime charged is a felony, or in which the
punishment may exceed imprisonment for the term of ten years;
and p rovided further, that no magistrate shall have jurisdiction of any civil case in which the amount involved exceeds
two hundred dollars ($200.00), or to try any criminal case in
which the punishment may exceed a fine of one hundred dollars
($100.00) or imprisonment for thirty days, unless he has been
licensed to practice law in this State and has been engaged
in the practice of law therein not less than five years; and
p rovided further, that in criminal cases in which the offense
charged is beyond his jurisdiction to try each magistrate shall
have jurisdiction to sit as an examining court, and to commit,
discharge, or, except in capital cases, admit the accused to
bail, subject to such regulations as the General Assembly may
prescribe. Magistrates having jurisdiction to try civil cases
in which the amount involved exceeds two hundred dollars
($200.00), or to try criminal cases in which the punishment
may exceed a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) or imprisonment for thirty days, shall be designated and appointed as
Special Magistrates in order to distinguish them from other
magistrates not having such jurisdiction.
Section 19. The General Assembly shall enact laws providing for and regulating change of venue in all cases, civil
and criminal.
Section 20. Every civil action cognizable by magistrates·
shall be brought before a magistrate in the county where the
defendant resides, and every criminal action in the county
where the offense was committed. In all cases tried by them,
the right of appeal shall be secured under such rules and regulations as may be provided by law:
p rovided, that in counties
where magistrates have separate and exclusive territorial jurisdiction, criminal cases shall be tried in the magistrate's
district where the offense was committed.
Section 21. Every person charged with an offense shall
have the right to demand and obtain a trial by jury. The jury
in all cases either civil or criminal in all Courts inferior
to Circuit Courts shall consist of six. The grand jury of each
county shall consist of eighteen members, twelve of whom must
agree in a matter before it can be submitted to the Court. The
petit jury of the Circuit Courts shall consist of twelve members, all of whom must agree to a verdict in order to render
the same. Each juror must be a qualified elector under the provisions of this Constitution, between the ages of twenty-one and
sixty-five years, and of good moral character.

Section 22. Circuit Courts and all Courts inferior
thereto shall have the power, in their discretion, to impose
sentences of labor upon highways, streets and other public
works upon persons by them sentenced to imprisonment.
Section 23. All writs and processes shall run and all
prosecutions shall be conducted in the name of the State of
South Carolina; all writs shall be attested by the Clerk of
the court from which they shall be issued; and all indictments
shall conclude "against the peace and dignity of the State. 11
Section 24. There shall be elected in each county by the
electors thereof one clerk for the Courts of Common Pleas and
General Sessions, who shall hold his office for the term of
four years. By virtue of his office he shall be clerk of all
other Courts of record inferior to the Circuit Courts in the
county, but the General Assembly may provide by law for the
election of a clerk with a like term of office for any other
Court of record inferior to the Circuit Courts in the county,
and it may authorize the Judge of the Probate Court to perform
the duties of clerk for his Court under such regulations as it
may direct. Clerks of Court shall be removable for such cause
and in such manner as may be prescribed by law.
Section 25. There shall be one Solicitor for each Judicial
Circuit to be elected by the qualified electors of the Circuit,
who shall be a resident of the Circuit and shall hold his office
for the term of four years. In all cases when an attorney for
the State of any Circuit fails to attend and prosecute according
to law, the Court shall have power to appoint an attorney pro
tempore. The General Assembly may provide for County Solicitors,
where their services are needed in connection with County Courts
having criminal jurisdiction.
Section 26. The qualified electors of each county shall
elect a Sheriff and a Coroner for terms of four years, and they
shall reside in their respective counties during their continuance in office.
Section 27. All officers provided for in this article
shall receive for their services such compensation as the General Assembly may from time to time by law direct, except
Justices of the Supreme Court and Judges of the Circuit Courts,
whose compensation has been otherwise provided for and regulated
in this article.

ARTICLE VI.
Counties and Township s.
Section 1. The counties and townships of the State
existing on the effective date of this Constitution, with
names and boundaries as established by law, shall each constitute a body politic and corporate, and each county shall constitute one election district; but the General Assembly shall
have power to organize other townships or to change the boundaries of those already established, including the consolidation
thereof. counties and townships respectively shall be governed
in such manner as may be new or hereafter prescribed by law;
p rovided, that local or special laws, not in conflict with any
other provision of this Constitution, may be enacted by the
General Assembly regulating or relating to the internal government or fiscal affairs of counties and townships, or either of
them, as provided in Article III of this Constitution.
Section 2. The General Assembly shall have the power to
alter county lines at any time; p rovided, that before any existing county line is altered the question of such alteration shall
be first submitted to the qualified electors of the territory
proposed to be taken from one county and given to another, and
shall have received two-thirds of the votes cast; and p rovided
further, that the change shall not reduce the _county from which
the territory is taken below the limits prescribed in Section 4
of this article, nor shall such change conflict with any provision of Section 5 of this article; and p rovided further, that
the proper proportion of the existing county indebtedness of
the section so transferred shall be assumed by the county to
which the territory is transferred.
Section 3. The General Assembly may establish new counties
in the following manner: Whenever one-third of the qualified
electors within the area of each section of an old county proposed to be cut off to form a new county shall petition the
Governor for the creation of a new county, setting forth the
boundaries and showing compliance with the requirements of this
article, the Governor shall order an election, within a reasonable time thereafter, by the qualified electors within the proposed area, in which election they shall vote "Yes" or "No" upon
the question of creating the proposed new county; and at the same
election the question of a name and a county seat for such county
shall also be submitted to the electors. If two-thirds of the
qualified electors voting at such election shall vote in favor
of creating the new county, then the General Assembly at the
next session shall establish such new county; p rovided, no

section of a county proposed to be dismembered shall be thus
cut off without consent by a two-thirds vote of those voting
in such section; and no county shall be formed without complying with all the conditions imposed in this article. An election upon the question of forming the same proposed new county
shall not be held oftener than once in four year.
Section 4. No new county hereafter formed shall contain
less than a one hundred twenty-fourth part of the whole number
of inhabitants of the State, nor shall it have less assessed
taxable property than one and one-half million dollars
($1,500,000.00) as shown by the last tax returns, nor shall it
contain less than four hundred square miles. In the formation
of new counties no county existing on December 31, 1895, shall
be reduced to less area than five hundred square miles, to less
assessed taxable property than two million dolla~s ($2,000,000.00)
as shown by the last tax returns, nor to a smaller population
than fifteen thousand; and no county created since December 31,
1895, shall be reduced to less area than four hundred square
miles, to less assessed taxable property than one and one-half
million dollars ($1,500,000.00) as shown by the last tax returns,
nor to a smaller population than fifteen thousand.
Section 5. Neither in the formation of new counties nor
in the alteration of county lines shall any county be cut within
eight miles of its court house building, nor shall any county
line be so established as to pass through any incorporated city
or town of this State.
Section 6. All new counties hereafter formed shall bear a
just apportionment of the valid indebtedness of the old county
or counties from which they have been formed.
Section 7. The General Assembly may provide for the consolidation of two or more existing counties, if a majority of the
qualified electors of each of such counties voting at an election
held for that purpose vote separately therefor, but such election
shall not be held oftener than once in four years in the same
counties.
Section 8. No county seat shall be removed except by a
vote of two-thirds of the qualified electors of the county voting in an election held for that purpose, but such election shall
not be held in any county oftener than once in five years.
Section 9. The General Assembly may at any time arrange the
various counties into Congressional Districts, as it may deem wise
and proper.

ARTICLE VII.
Cities and Towns.
Section 1. The General Assembly shall provide by general
laws for the incorporation and classification of cities and
towns. The powers of each class shall be defined so that no
such corporation shall have any powers or be subject to any
restrictions other than all such corporations of the same class.
cities and towns now existing under special charters may reorganize under the general laws, and when so reorganized their
special charters shall cease and determine.
Section 2. No city or town in this State may be incorporated without the previous approval by a majority of the votes
cast by the qualified electors, residing within the territory
proposed to be incorporated, at an election duly called and held,
pursuant to such regulations as may be prescribed by law. ·
Section 3. The corporate limits of no city or town in
this State may hereafter be extended without the previous approval by a majority of the votes cast by the qualified electors
residing therein, and also by a majority of the votes cast by
the qualified electors residing within the territory proposed
to be annexed, at an election duly called and held, pursuant to
such regulations as may be prescribed by law. The provisions
of this section shall likewise apply to the reduction of the
corporate limits of cities and towns.
Section 4. Any city or town in this State may acquire by
construction or purchase and may operate public utility plants
and systems for supplying water, light, power, heat, gas, ice
and transportation, or any or either of them, to individuals,
firms and corporations for reasonable compensation; p rovided,
that no such construction or purchase shall be made without the
previous approval by a ma ⇒ ority of the votes cast by the qualified electors of such city or town at an election duly called
and held, pursuant to such regulations as may be prescribed by
law.
Section 5. No law shall be passed by the General Assembly
granting the right to construct and operate a street or other
railway, telegraph, telephone or electric plant, or to erect
water or gas works for public uses, or to lay mains for any purpose, without first obtaining the consent of the local authorities
in control of the streets or public places proposed to be occupied
for any such or like purposes.

ARTICLE VIII.
corporations.
Section 1. The term "corporation" as used in this article
includes all associations and joint stock companies having powers
and privileges not possessed by individuals or partnerships, and
excludes counties, townships, school districts, cities, towns and
any and all other political subdivisions or governmental agencies
of this State.
Section 2. The General Assembly shall provide by general
laws for the issuance of charters of incorporation, according to
its classification thereof, under which the powers and restrictions applicable to each class shall be stated; and any such laws
so enacted, as well as all charters now existing or hereafter
issued, shall be subject to future repeal or alteration; p rovided,
that the General Assembly may by a two-thirds vote of each house
on a concurrent resolution allow a bill for a special charter to
be introduced, and when so introduced may approve or reject the
same as in the case of any other bill.
Section 3. The General Assembly shall provide by law for
the election of directors, trustees or managers of all corporations so that each stockholder shall be allowed to cast, in person or by proxy, as many votes as the number of shares he own
multiplied by the number of directors, trustees or managers to
be elected, the same to be cast for any one candidate or be distributed among two or more candidates.
Section 4. Every corporation, whether domestic or foreign,
doing business in this State, other than religious, educational
or benevolent corporations, shall have and maintain at least one
agent in the State upon whom process may be served, and at least
one public office for the transaction of its business; p rovided,
that nothing herein contained shall be construed to prohibit the
General Assembly from providing other methods for the service of
process so as to bind such corporations.
Section 5. Stock or bonds shall not be issued by any corporation save for labor done, or money or property actually
received or subscribed; and all fictitious increases of stock or
indebtedness shall be void.
Section 6. The stockholders of all insolvent corporations
shall be individually liable to the creditors thereof only to
the extend of the amount remaining due to the corporation upon
the stock owned by them.

Section 7. There shall be a commission, to be known as
the Public Service Commission, for the regulation of public
utilities in this State, vested with the jurisdiction, powers
and duties now provided by law or that may hereafter be prescribed by the General Assembly, not inconsistent with other
provisions of this Constitution. The membership of such Commission, the manner of their choice, and their terms of office,
shall be as now or hereafter provided by law.

ARTICLE IX.
Finance and Taxation.
Section 1. The power of taxation shall be exercised in
a just and equitable manner, and shall never be surrendered,
suspended, or contracted away, except as authorized by this
Constitution. Taxes shall be levied for public purposes only;
and no tax shall be levied except in pursuance of a law which
shall distinctly state the object of the same; to which object
the tax shall be applied.
Section 2. All property taxes shall be levied on the
same assessment, which shall be based on a uniform standard
of valuation; p rovided, that the taxation of intangible personal property, including moneys, credits, bank deposits,
corporate stocks, and bonds, if any levy thereon be imposed
by law, shall never exceed one-half of one per centum of the
assessed value thereof; and p rovided further, that a graduated
tax may be levied on incomes and also on occupations and
businesses.
Section 3. The credit of the State, or of any political
subdivisions thereof, shall never in any manner, directly or
indirectly, be pledged, loaned or given for the benefit of, or
used in the aid of, any individual, or private company, association or corporation.
Section 4. No property or credit of the State, or of any
political subdivision thereof, or any public money from whatever
source derived, shall be used, directly or indirectly, by gift,
donation, loan, contract, appropriation or otherwise in aid or
maintenance of any institution, society, or organization of
whatever kind, which is wholly or in part under the direction
or control of any church, or of any religious or sectarian
denomination, society or organization.

Section 5. The corporate authorities of the counties,
cities, towns and school districts of the State shall be vested
with power to levy and collect taxes for their corporate purposes only, subject to such regulations and limitations as may
be prescribed by the General Assembly: and the General Assembly
may also authorize other political subdivisions of the State to
levy and collect taxes for their corporate purposes only, subject· to such regulations and limitations as the General Assembly
may prescribe.
Section 6. No bonded debt of the State or of any county,
township, city, town, school district, or other political subdivision of the State, shall be incurred or increased without
first submitting the question as to the creation or increase
of such bonded debt to the qualified electors of the issuing
authority, and unless a majority of those voting shall vote in
favor thereof the bonded debt shall not be incurred or
increased: p rovided, however, that this provision shall not in
anywise apply to bonds or other obligations secured by a pledge
of a fund, the source of which is of such a character that it
might reasonably be expected to be sufficient to pay the bonds
or other obligations without resort to the levy of a property
tax, even though the full faith, credit and taxing power of the
issuing authority may also be pledged for the payment of such
bonds or other obligations: and p rovided further, that the
Gene.r al Assembly may by special act authorize any school district
to borrow money urgently needed for its corporate purposes,
without referendum to the electors, on its note or notes maturing not more than five years from the date thereof, if the
General Assembly determines that such indebtedness is justified
in view of the financial resources of the district: and provided further, that nothing herein shall prevent the State or
any county, township, city, town, school district or other political subdivision of the State from issuing notes or certificates
of indebtedness, containing the pledge of the full faith and
credit of the issuing authority, without referendum to the
electors, in anticipation of the collection of taxes for any
current fiscal year for amounts actually contained or to be
contained in the taxes for that year, when such notes or certificates are payable out of such taxes: and p rovided further,
that nothing herein shall prevent the issuance of bonds or other
obligations, without referendum to the electors, for the purpose
of paying or refunding any valid bonds, or other valid obligations, _previously issued under the authority of law.
Section 7. All obligations, special or general, issued by
the State or any county, township, city, town, school district
or other political subdivision of the State, and maturing beyond
the period of eight years from the date thereof, shall be issued
subject to redemption by the issuing authority on such terms as

the General Assembly may prescribe, or in the absence of action
by the General Assembly, on such terms as the issuing authority
may provide in and by the terms of the obligations.
Section 8. The General Assembly, in order to make provision for the cost of permanent public improvements, may provide
by law that special or local assessments be levied upon the
real property directly and specially benefited thereby; p rovided,
that before any such assessment shall be made, due and timely
notice shall be given to the property owners affected thereby;
and no such assessment shall be levied upon abutting property
for the purpose of paying for permanent improvements on streets
and sidewalks in incorporated cities or toWhs without the written
consent of the owners of at least one-half of the abutting property.
Section 9. Money shall be drawn from the treasury of the
State only in pursuance of appropriations made by law; and an
accurate statement of the receipts and expenditures of all public money shall be published with the laws of each regular
session of the General Assembly in s·uch manner as may be directed
by law.
Section 10. Exemptions of property from taxation shall
conform to the following provisions of this section:
(a) There shall be exempt from taxation all property of
the State and of its political subdivisions and governmental
agencies used exclusively for public purposes and not for
revenue.
(b} There shall also be exempt from taxation the property
of all schools, colleges and institutions of learning, all
charitable institutions in the nature of hospitals or homes for
the infirm, deaf and dumb, blind, mentally incompetent and indigent persons; and of all public libraries, churches, parsonages
and cemeteries; p rovided, that this exemption shall not be
applicable to any of the property herein referred to where the
profits thereof are applied either wholly or in part to private
uses; and p rovided further, that as to real estate this exemption shall not extend beyond the buildings and premises actually
occupied for the purposes herein indicated, although connected
with charitable objects.
(c) There shall also be exempt from taxation all obligations issued by the State, counties, townships, cities, towns,
school districts, and other political subdivisions of the State.
(d) There shall also be exempt from taxation all household
goods and furniture used in the homes of the owners thereof, but

this exemption shall not apply to such property used in hotels,
rooming houses, apartments, or other places of business.
(e) Any city or town in this State, by ordinance adopted
by its council or other governing body, may exempt from all
city or town taxes, except for school purposes, new manufacturing enterprises, each having a paid in capital of not less than
fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00), established within its
limits, for five successive years from the time of such establishment; and any county in this State may likewise exempt, by
resolution of its commissioners or other governing body, from
all county taxes, except for school purposes, such new manufacturing enterprises, established within its limits, for the
period aforesaid; p rovided, that the exemptions referred to in
this subsection shall apply only to new manufacturing enterprises
having the capital aforesaid, and shall not apply to additions
to existing manufacturing enterprises.
Section 11. The fiscal year shall commence on the first
day of July in each year; and this shall not only be the fiscal
year of the State, byt also that of all counties, townships,
cities, towns, school districts, and other political subdivisions
of the State.

ARTICLE X.
Education.
Section 1. There shall be a State Board of Education, composed of the Governor, the State Superintendent of Education,
in whom the supervision of public instruction is vested, and not
exceeding seven other persons to be appointed every four years
by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate,
of which board the Governor shall be Chairman and the State Superintendent of Education, Secretary. This board shall have the
regulation of the examination of teachers applying for certificates of qualification, shall award all scholarships, and have
such other powers and duties as may be determined by law, including the powers and duties conferred upon it by Section 5, Article
II of this Constitution.
Section 2. The General Assembly shall make provision for
the election or appointment of all other necessary school officers, including a County Board of Education in each county, and
shall define their qualifications, powers, duties, compensation
and terms of office. Each County Board of Education also shall
have the powers and duties conferred upon it by Section 5,
Article II, of this Constitution.

Section 3. The General Assembly shall provide for the
division of the counties into suitable school districts and
for a liberal system of free public schools for all children,
beginning with the age of six years and continuing until a
high school education may be completed. The present division of the counties into school districts and the provisions
of law now governing the same shall remain until changed by
the General Assembly. The General Assembly also shall provide
for a system of higher education.
Section 4. The manner of the selection of trustees of
school districts shall be prescribed by the General Assembly,
and need not be uniform throughout the State.
Section 5. Separate schools shall be provided for members of the white and colored races, and no member of either
race shall ever be permitted to attend a school provided for
members of the other race.

ARTICLE XI.
Militia.
Section 1. The militia of this State shall consist of
all able bodied male citizens of the State between the ages
of seventeen and forty-five years, except such persons as may
be exempted by law, and it shall be organized, officered,
armed, equipped and disciplined as the General Assembly may
by law direct.
Section 2. The Adjutant and Inspector General, whose
duties relate primarily to the militia, shall be ex officio
chief of staff, with such rank as the General Assembly may
prescribe; and the Governor, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall appoint such other staff officers
as the General Assembly may direct.
SectioR 3. The General Assembly is hereby empowered and
required to provide such proper and liberal legislation as
will guarantee and secure an annual pension to every indigent
or disabled Confederate soldier and sailor of this State and
of the late Confederate States who is a citizen of this State,
and also to the indigent widows of Confederate soldiers and
sailors.

ARTICLE XII.
Imp eachment and Removal of Officers.
Section 1. The House of Representatives shall have the
sole power of impeachment. A vote of two-thirds of all the
members elected shall be required for an impeachment. Any
officer impeached shall thereby be suspended from office until
judgment in the case has been pronounced, and the office shall
be filled during the trial in such manner as may be provided
by law.
Section 2. All impeachments shall be tried by the Senate,
and when sitting for that purpose they shall be under oath or
affirmation. No person shall be convicted except by a vote of
two-thirds of all the members elected. When the Governor is
impeached, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court or the Senior
Associate Justice, if the Chief Justice should be disqualified,
shall preside, with a casting vote in all preliminary questions.
Section 3. The Governor and all other executive and judicial officers shall be liable to impeachment, but judgment in
such cases shall not extend further than removal from office.
The persons convicted shall, nevertheless, be liable to indictment, trial and punishment according to law.
Section 4. Whenever it has been brought to the notice of
the Governor by affidavit that any officer having the custody
of public or trust funds is probably guilty of embezzlement or
the appropriation of public or trust funds to private use, the
Governor shall direct his immediate prosecution by the proper
officer, and upon true bill found the Governor shall suspend
such officer and appoint one in his stead, until he has been
acquitted by the verdit of a jury. In case of conviction the
office shall be declared vacant and the vacancy filled as may
be provided by law. Officers shall be removed by the Governor
for incapacity, misconduct or neglect of duty in such manner
as may be provided by law, when no. mode of trial or removal is
provided in this Constitution.

ARTICLE XIII.
Amendment, Revision and Chang e of the Constitution.
Section 1. Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed
either in the Senate or House of Representatives. If agreed to
by two-thirds of the members elected to each house, each proposed
amendment shall be entered on the journal of each house, with the

yeas and nays taken thereon, and it shall be submitted by the
Secretary of State to the qualified electors of the State at
the next general election thereafter for Representatives;
p rovided, that if the General Assembly so stipulates in the
resolution proposing an amendment, it shall be submitted by
the Secretary of State at a special election to be held at
the time specified in the resolution, but not less than three
months after the adjournment of the General Assembly then in
session. If a majority of the votes cast by qualified electors
is in favor of the amendment submitted to the electors, and a
majority of each branch of the General Assembly during its next
session after such election ratifies the amendment by yeas and
nays, it shall become a part of the Constitution, p rovided,
such amendment has been read three times on three several days
in each house.
Section 2. If two or more amendments are submitted at
the same time, they shall be submitted in such manner that the
electors can vote for or against each of such amendments
separately. But the General Assembly may provide for the submission of a new Constitution as an entity to be voted on as a
whole, if agreed to by two-thirds of the members elected to each
house, with the yeas and nays taken thereon and entered on the
journal of each house, whereupon such new Constitution shall be
submitted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors
of the State at the next general election thereafter for Representatives; p rovided, that if the General Assembly so stipulates
in the resolution proposing such new Constitution, it shall be
submitted by the Secretary of State at a special election to be
held at the time specified in the resolution, but not less than
three months after the adjournment of the General Assembly then
in session. If a majority of the votes cast by qualified electors
be in favor of the New Constitution, it shall thereupon be and
become the Constitution of the State of South Carolina, without
ratification by the General Assembly, as is required with reference
to an amendment.
Section 3. Whenever two-thirds of the members elected to
each branch of the General Assembly find it necessary or advisable to call a convention to revise, amend or change this Constitution, or to adopt a new Constitution·, they shall recommend to
the electors to vote for or against a convention at the next
general election thereafter for Representatives, or at a special
election to be ehdl at the time specified by the General Assembly,
but not less than three months after the adjournment of the
General Assembly then in session; and if a majority of all the
electors voting thereon vote for a convention, the General
Assembly at its next session shall provide by law for calling
such convention, which shall consist of a number of members equal

to that of the most numerous branch of the General Assembly.
Membership in such a convention shall not be construed to be
within the inhibition of this Constitution against dual office
holding.

ARTICLE XIV.
Miscellaneous Matters.
Section 1. The people of the State are declared to possess
the ultimate property in all lands within the jurisdiction of
the State, and all lands the title to which shall fail from
defect of heirs shall revert or escheat to the people.
Section 2. The State shall have concurrent jurisdiction
on all rivers bordering on this State, so far as they form a
common boundary to this and any other State. Such rivers, together
with all navigable waters within the limits of the State, shall
forever remain public highways, free to the citizen of this State
and the United States without tax, impost or toll imposed, unless
expressly provided for by the General Assembly; and not~, toll,
impost or wharfage shall be imposed, demanded or received from
the owners of any merchandise or commodity for the use of the
shores, or any wharf erected on the shores, or in or over the
waters of any navigable stream, unless authorized by the General
Assembly.
Section 3. No person who denies the existence of a Supreme
Being shall hold any office under this Constitution.
Section 4. Every qualified elector shall be eligible to
any office in this State, unless disqualified under this Constitution, and no person shall be elected or appointed to any office
unless he possesses the qualifications of an elector; but no person shall hold two offices of honor or profit at the same time;
p rovided, however, that any person holding another office may at
the same time be an officer in the militia or a Notary Public.
Section 5. No person shall be elected or appointed to
office in this State for life or during good behavior, but the
terms of all officers shall be for some specified period, except
Notaries Public and officers in the militia.
Section 6. All public officers in this State before entering
upon the duties of their respective offices, and all members of
the bar, before entry upon the practice of their profession, shall
take and subscribe the following oath (or affirmative):
"I do

solemnly swear ( or affirm) that I am duly qualified to exercise
the duties of the office to which I have been elected (or appointed),
and that I will -perform the duties thereof faithfully, impartially,
and justly to the best of my ability; and that I will support and
defend the Constitution of this State and of the United States."
Section 7. The real and personal property of a woman held
at the time of her marriage or thereafter acquired, either by
gift, grant, inheritance, devise or otherwise, shall be her
separate property, and she shall have all the rights incident to
such property to which an unmarried woman or a man would be
entitled. She also shall have the power to contract and be contracted with in the same manner as if she were unmarried.
Section 8. There shall be exempt from attachment, levy and
sale, under any mesne or final process issued from any Court, to
the head of every family residing in this State a homestead in
lands, whether held in fee or any lesser estate, to the value of
one thousand dollars ($1,000.00}, or so much thereof as the property is worth if its value is less than one thousand dollars
($1,000.00), with the yearly products thereof, and to every head
of a family residing in this State, whether entitled to a homestead exemption in lands or not, personal property to the value
of five hundred dollars ($500.00), or so much thereof as the property is worth if its value is less then five hundred dollars
($500.00}. The title to the homestead to be set off and assigned
shall be absolute and forever discharged from all debts of the
debtor then existing or thereafter contracted, except as hereinafter provided. In case any woman having a separate estate should
be married to the head of a family not having sufficient property
of his own to constitute a homestead as hereinbefore provided,
such married woman shall be entitled to a like exemption as provided for the head of the family; p rovided, however, that there
shall not be an allowance of real estate exceeding one thousand
dollars ($1,000.00) in value or of personal proerty exceeding
five hundred dollars ($500.00) in value to the husband and wife
jointly. No property shall be exempt from attachment, levy or
sale for taxes, or from being subjected to payment of obligations
con~racted for the purchase of the homestead or personal property
exemption or the erection or making of improvements or repairs
thereon, and the yearly products of the homestead shall not be
exempt from attachment, levy or sale for the payment of obligations contracted in their production. No waiver shall defeat
the right of homestead before assignment, except it be by deed
or conveyance, or by mortgage and then only to the extent of the
mortgage debt; and no judgment creditor or other creditor whose
lien does not bind the homestead shall have any right or equity
to require that a lien which embraces the homestead and other

property shall first exhaust the homestead. After a homestead
in lands has been set off and recorded it shall not be waived
by deed of conveyance, mortgage or otherwise, unless such instrument be executed by both husband and wife, if both be living.
Any person not the head of a family shall be entitled to a li~e
exemption as provided for the head of a family in all necessary
wearing apparel and tools and implements of trade, not to exceed
in value the sum of three hundred dollars ($300.00).
Section 9. All persons sentenced to imprisonment for the
violation of any law shall always be under the supervision and
control of the public authorities, and in the event of being
hired or farmed out, their maintenance, support, medical attention, and discipline shall be under the exclusive control and
direction or the public authorities.
Section 10. In the case of a prisoner lawfully in the
charge, custody or control of any officer, State, county or
municipal, being seized and taken from such officer, through
his negligence, permission or connivance, by a mob or other
unlawful assemblage of persons, and at their hands suffering
bodily violence or death, such officer shall be deemed guilty
of a felony, and upon true bill found shall thereby become
automatically suspended from his office pending his trial.
Upon conviction he shall forfeit his office, and unless lawfully
pardoned shall be ineligible to hold any office of trust or profit within this State. It shall be the duty of the prosecuting
attorney within whose circuit .or county the offense has been
committed to forthwith institute a prosecution against such
officer, who shall be tried in such county, other than the one
in which the offense was committed, as the Attorney General may
elect1 p rovided, however, that upon sufficient cause being shown
the defendant shall be entitled to a change of venue in accordance
with the provisions of law as in other criminal cases. The fees
and mileage of all material witnesses, both for the State and
for the defense, shall be paid by the State Treasurer in such
manner as may be provided by law. In all cases of lynching
when death ensues the county where such lynching occurs, without
regard to the conduct ·of the officers, shall be liable in exemplary damages of not less than two thousand dollars ($2,000.00)
to the legal representatives of the person lynched. Any county
against which a judgment has been obtained for damages in any
case of lynching shall have the right to recover in any Court of
competent jurisdiction the amount of such judgment from the
parties engagedin the lynching.
Section 11. Divorces from the bonds of matrimony shall be
allowed only on grounds of adultery, desertion, physical cruelty
or habitual drunkenness.

Section 12. The marriage of a white person with a negro
or mulatto, or person having one-eighth or more of negro blood,
shall be unlawful and void.
Section 13. No unmarried woman shall legally consent to
sexual intercourse who has not attined the age of fourteen years.

ARTICLE XV.
General Provisions.
Section 1. The provisions of this Constitution shall be
taken, deemed and construed to be mandatory and prohibitory,
and not merely directory, except when expressly made directory
or permissory by its own terms.
Section 2. The provisions of this Constitution shall be
self-executing to the extent that their respective natures permit.
Section 3. Wherever in this Constitution it is provided
that the General Assembly shall enact certain legislation, such
provision shall not be construed to require further or additional
legislation, if there is existing statutory law, not in conflict
with this constitution, covering the subject matter referred to
in this Constitution.
Section 4. Wherever in this Constitution the term "person,"
"persons," 11 people 11 or any personal pronoun is used, the same
shall be interpreted to include persons of both sexes.
Section 5. If at the expiration of the term of any office
held pursuant to law, except membership of the General Assembly,
no successor has been chosen or has qualified, the incumbent
shall continue in office until such successor has been elected
or appointed and has qualified, but in that case the hold over
period shall not so perate as to extend the term of the successor.

ARTICLE XVI.
Schedule.
Section 1. All laws in force in this State at the time of
the adoption of this Constitution not inconsistent therewith,
and constitutional when enacted, shall remain in full force until
altered or repealed by the General Assembly, or until they expire
by their own limitations.

Section 2. All officers filling any office by election or
appointment who may be .i n office at the time of the effective
date of this Constitution shall continue to exercise the duties
thereof, according to their respective commissions or appointments, until their terms expire, unless sooner removed pursuant
to law.
Section 3. All writs, actions, causes of action, proceedings, prosecutions and rights of individuals, of bodies corporate,
of the State and of all its political subdivisions, _ existing at
the time of the adoption of this Constitution and not inconsistent
therewith, shall continue as valid.
Section 4. All recognizances, obligations and all other
instruments entered into or executed, before the adoption of
this Constitution, to the State, or to any county, township,
city, town, or other political subdivision therein, and all
fines, taxes, penalties and forfeitures due or owing to this
State, or to any county, township, city, town, or other poltical
subdivision therein, shall continue and remain unaffected by the
adoption of this Constitution, except as therein otherwise provided. All crimes or offenses committed at the time of the
adoption of this Constitution may be prosecuted as if no change
had been made, except as otherwise provided in this Constitution.
Section 5. The first election for members of the House of
Representatives under this constitution shall be held on Tuesday
after the first Monday in November, 195_, and the first election
for Senators shall likewise be held on Tuesday after the first
Monday in November, 195 , except in counties in which there was
an election for Senator in 195_, for a full term, and in those
counties the hold over Senators shall continue in office until
the expiration of their terms.
Section 6. This Constitution shall supersede the Constitution
of Eighteen Hundred and Ninety-five as amended.
Section 7. This Constitution shall be in full force and
effect from and after the _ _ _ _ _ day of _______ , in the
year

A JOINT RESOLUTION Proposing An Amendment To Section 1
Of Article XVI Of The Constitution Of South Carolina, 1895,
So As To Provide For The Submission Of Proposed Amendments
To The Constitution By The Secretary Of State At The Next
General Election For Representatives, with The Further Provision That If The Resolution Proposing An Amendment So Stipulates It Shall Be Submitted By The Secretary Of State At A
Special Election To Be Held At The Time Specified In The
Resolution, But Not Less Than Three Months After The Adjournment Of The General Assembly Then In Session.
BE IT RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the State of
South Carolina:
SECTION 1: The General Assembly of South Carolina hereby
proposes that Section 1 of Article XVI of the Constitution of
South Carolina, 1895, be amended by striking out all of Section
1 of Article XVI of the said Constitution, which reads as
follows:
"Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution may be
proposed in the Senate or House of Representatives. If the
same be agreed to by two-thirds of the members elected to each
House, such amendment or amendments shall be entered on the
Journals respectively, with the yeas and nays taken thereon;
and the same shall be submitted to the qualified electors of
the State, at the next general election thereafter for Representatives; and if a majority of the electors qualified to vote
for members of the General Assembly, voting thereon, shall vote
in favor of such amendment or amendments, and a majority of
each branch of the next General Assembly shall, after such an
election, and before another, ratify the same amendment or
amendments, by yeas and nays, the same shall become part of
the Constitution: Provided, That such amendment or amendments
shall have been read three times, on three several days, in
each House."
And by inserting in lieu thereof the following:
"Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed either in
the Senate or House of Representatives. If agreed to by twothirds of the members elected to each house, each proposed amendment shall be entered on the journal of each house, with the yeas
and nays taken thereon, and it shall be submitted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors of the State at the next
general election thereafter for Representatives; p rovided, that
if the General Assembly so stipulates in the resolution proposing
an amendment, it shall be submitted by the Secretary of State at

a special election to be held at the time specified in the
resolution, but not less than three months after the adjournment of the General Assembly then in session. If a majority
of the votes cast by qualified electors is in favor of the
amendment submitted to the electors, and a majority of each
branch of the General Assembly during its next session after
such election ratifies the amendment by yeas and nays, it
shall become a part of the Constitution, provided, such amendment has been read three times on three several days in each
house."
SECTION 2: That the question of adoption of this amendment be submitted to the qualified electors of this State at
the next general election for members of the House of Representatives of this State, and there shall be furnished at the
voting places in this State a sufficient number of ballots
with the following words plainly written or printed thereon:
"Amendment to the Constitution of South Carolina, 1895,
by striking out and eliminating therefrom all of Section 1 of
Article XVI, which reads as follows:
"'Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution may
be proposed in the Senate or House of Representatives. If
the same be agreed to by two-thirds of the members elected
to each House, such amendment or amendments shall be entered
on the Journals respectively, with the yeas and nays taken
thereon; and the same shall be submitted to the qualified
electors of the State, at the next general election thereafter
for Representatives; and if a majority of the electors qualified to vote for members of the General Assembly, voting thereon, shall vote in favor of such amendment or amendments, and a
majority of each branch of the next General Assembly shall,
after such an election, and before another, ratify the same
amendment or amendments, by yeas and nays, the same shall become
part of the Constitution: Provided, That such amendment or
amendments shall have been read three times, on three several
days, in each House.'
"And by inserting in lieu thereof the following:
"'Amendments to this Constitution may be proposed either
in the Senate or House of Representatives. If agreed to by twothirds of the members elected to each house, each proposed
amendment shall be entered on the journal of each house, with
the yeas and nays taken thereon, and it shall be submitted by
the Secretary of State to the qualified electors of the State
at the next general election thereafter for Representatives;
p rovided, that if the General Assembly so stipulates in the

resolution proposing an amendment, it shall be submitted by
the Secretary of State at a special election to be held at
the time specified in the resolution, but not less than three
months after the adjournment of the General Assembly then in
session. If a majority of the votes cast by qualified electors is in favor of the amendment submitted to the electors,
and a majority of each branch of the General Assembly during
its next session after such election ratifies the amendment
by yeas and nays, it shall become a part of the Constitution,
provided, such amendment has been read three times on three
several days in each house.'"
"Yes------- No".
Those voting in favor of the amendment shall erase the word
"No": those voting against the amendment shall erase the word
"Yes".

.A JOINT RESOLUTION Proposing An Amendment To The Constitution Of South Carolina, 1895, So As To Add To Section 2 Of
Article XVI A Provision Allowing The General Assembly To Provide For The Submission To The Qualified Electors Of The State
Of A New Constitution As An Entity To Be Voted On As A Whole;
And To Dispense With Ratification, If The Vote Be Favorable.
BE IT RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the State of
South Carolina:
SECTION 1: That the following amendment to the Constitution
of South Carolina, 1896, be agreed to; that there be added to
Section 2 of Article XVI of said Constitution which reads as
follows:
"If two or more amendments shall be submitted at the same
time, they shall be submitted in such manner that the electors
shall vote for or against each of such amendments separately."
the following words, to wit:
"But the General Assembly may provide for the submission of
a new Constitution as an entity to be voted on as a whole, if
agreed to by two-thirds of the members elected to each house,
with the yeas and nays taken thereon and entered on the journal
of each house, whereupon such new Constitution shall be submitted
by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors of the State
at the next general election thereafter for Representatives;
p rovided, that if the General Assembly so stipulates in the resolution proposing such new Constitution, it shall be submitted by
the Secretary of State at a special election to be held at the
time specified in the resolution, but not less than three months
after the adjournment of the General Assembly then in session.
If a majority of the votes cast by qualified electors be in favor
of the new Constitution, it shall thereupon be and become the
Constitution of the State of South Carolina, without ratification
by the General Assembly, as is required with reference to an
amendment.",
so that the said section when thus amended shall read as follows:
"If two or more amendments are submitted at the same time,
they shall be submitted in such manner that the electors shall
vote for or against each of such amendments separately. But the
General Assembly may provide for the submission of a new Constitution as an entity to be voted on as a whole, if agreed to by
two-thirds of the members elected to each house, with the yeas
and nays taken thereon and entered on the journal of each house,

whereupon such new Constitution shall be submitted by the
Secretary of State to the qualified electors of the State at
the next general election thereafter for Representatives;
p rovided, that if the General Assembly so stipulates in the
resolution proposing such new Constitution, it shall be submitted by the Secretary of State at a special election to be
held at the time specified in the resolution, but not less
than three months after the adjournment of the General Assembly
then in session~ If a majority of the votes cast by qualified
electors be in favor of the new Constitution, it shall thereupon be and become the Constitution of the State of South
Carolina, without ratification by the General Assembly, as is
required with reference to an amendment."
SECTION 2: That the question of the adoption of this
amendment be submitted to the qualified electors of this State
at the next general election for members of the House of Representatives, and there shall be furnished at the voting places
in th-is State a sufficient number of ballots with the following
words plainly written or printed thereon:
"Amendment to the Constitution of South Carolina, 1895, so
as to add to Section 2 of Article XVI, which reads as follows:
"If two or more amendments shall be submitted at the same
time, they shall be submitted in such manner that the electors
shall vote for or against each of such amendments separately.",
the following "WOrds, to wit:
"But the General Assembly may provide for the submission of
a new Constitution as an entity to be voted on as a whole, if
agreed to by two-thirds of the members elected to each house,
with the yeas and nays taken thereon and entered on the journal
of each house, whereupon such new Constitution shall be submitted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors of
the State at the next general election thereafter for Representatives; p rovided, that if the General Assembly so stipulates
in the resolution proposing such new Constitution, it shall be
submitted by the Secretary of State at a special election to be
held at the time specified in the resolution, but not less than
three months after the adjournment of the General Assembly then
in session. If a majority of the votes cast by qualified electors be in favor of the new Constitution, it shall thereupon be
and become the Constitution of the State of South Carolina,
without ratification by the General Assembly, as is required
with reference to an amendment. 11 ,
so that the said section when thus amended shall read as follows:

"If two or more amendments are submitted at the same time,
they shall be submitted in such manner that the electors shall
vote for or against each of such amendments separately. But
the General Assembly may provide for the submission of a new
Constitution as an entity to be voted on as a whole, if agreed
to by two-thirds of the members elected to each house, with
the yeas and nays taken thereon and entered on the journal of
each house, whereupon such new constitution shall be submitted
by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors of the State
at the next general election thereafter for Representatives;
provided, that if the General Assembly so stipulates in the
resolution proposing such new Constitution, it shall be submitted
by the Secretary of State at a special election to be held at
the time specified in the resolution, but not less than three
months after the adjournment· of the General Assembly then in
session. If a majority of the votes cast by qualified electors
be in favor of the new constitution, it shall thereupon be and
become the Constitution of the ~tate of South Carolina, without
ratification by the General Assembly, as is r.equired with reference to an amendment."
"Yes----------No".
Those voting in favor of the amendment shall erase the word "No";
those voting against the amendment shall erase the word "Yes".

A JOINT RESOLUTION Proposing An Amendment To Section 3
Of Article XVI Of The Constitution Of South Carolina, 1895,
So That If There Were Submitted To The Qualified Electors The
Question As To Whether A Convention Should Be Called To Revise,
Amend or Change The Constitution, or To Adopt A New Constitution, Such Question Might Be Submitted At A Special Election
To Be Held At The Time Specified By The General Assembly, But
Not Less Than Three Months After The Adjournment Of The General
Assembly Then In Session.
BE IT RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the State of
South Carolina:
SECTION 1: The General Assembly of South Carolina hereby
proposes that Section 3 of Article XVI of the Constitution of
South Carolina, 1895, be amended by striking out all of Section
3 of Article XVI of the said Constitution, which reads as follows:
"Whenever two-thirds of the members elected to each branch
of the General Assembly shall think it necessary to call a Convention to revise, amend or change this Constitution, they
shall recommend to the electors to vote for or against a Convention at the next election for Representatives; and if a majority
of all the electors voting at said election shall have voted for
a Convention, the General Assembly shall, at its next session,
provide by law for calling the same; and such convention shall
consist of a number of members equal to that of the most numerous branch of the General Assembly.",
and by inserting in lieu thereof the following:
"Whenever two-thirds of the members elected to each branch
of the General Assembly find it necessary or advisable to call
a convention to revise, amend or change this Constitution, or
to adopt a new Constitution, they shall recommend to the electors
to vote for or against a convention at the next general election
thereafter for Representatives, or at a special election to be
held at the time specified by the General Assembly, but not less
than three months after the adjournment of the General Assembly
then in session; and if a majority of all the electors voting
thereon vote for a convention, the General Assembly at its next
session shall provide by law for calling such convention, which
shall consist of a number of members equal to that of the most
numerous branch of the General Assembly."
SECTION 2: That the question of adoption of this amendment
be submitted to the qualified electors of this State at the next
general election for members of the House of Representatives,
and there shall be furnished at the voting places in this State

a sufficient number of ballots with the following words plainly
written or printed thereon:
"Amendment to the Constitution of South Carolina, 1895, by
striking out and eliminating therefrom all of Section 3 of Article XVI which reads as follows:
"Whenever two-thirds of the members elected to each branch
of the General Assembly shall think it necessary to call a Convention to revise, amend or change this Constitution, they shall
recommend to the electors to vote for or against a Convention at
the next election for Representatives; and if a majority of all
the electors voting at said election shall have voted for a ~onvention, the General Assembly shall, at its next session, provide
by law for calling the same; and such Convention shall consist of
a number of members equal to that of the most numerous branch of
the General Assembly.",
and by inserting in lieu thereof the following:
"Whenever two-thirds of the members elected to each branch
of the General Assembly find it necessary or advisable to call
a convention to revise, amend or change this Constitution, or
to adopt a new Constitution, they shall recommend to the electors
to vote for or against a convention at the next general election
thereafter for Representatives, or at a special election to be
held at the time specified by the General Assembly, but not less
than three months after the adjournment of the General Assembly
then in session; and if a majority of all the electors voting
thereon vote for a convention, the General Assembly at its next
session shall provide by law for calling such convention, which
shall consist of a number of members equal to that of the most
numerous branch of the General Assembly."
"Yes----------No".
Those voting in favor of the amendment shall erase the word "No";
those voting against the amendment shall erase the word "Yes".

A JOINT RESOLUTION Proposing An Amendment To Section 3
Of Article XVI Of The Constitution Of South Carolina, 1895,
So As To Provide That Membership In A Constitutional Convention Shall Not Be Construed To Be Within The Inhibition Of
The Constitution Against Dual Office Holding.
BE IT RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the State of
South Carolina:
SECTION 1: That the following amendment to Section 3
of Article XVI of the Constitution of South Carolina, 1895,
be agreed to, to wit:
That there shall be added at the end of said section the
following:
"Membership in such a convention shall not be construed
to be within the inhibition of this Constitution against dual
office holding."
SECTION 2: That the question of the adoption of this
amendment be submitted to the qualified electors of this State
at the next general election for members of the House of Representatives, and there shall be furnished at the voting places
in this State a sufficient number of ballots with the following
words· plainly written or printed thereon:
"Amendment to Section 3 of Article XVI of the Constitution
of South Carolina, 1895, as proposed by a joint resolution of
the General Assembly of South Carolina entitled:
111

A JOINT RESOLUTION Proposing An Amendment to Section 3
Of Article XVI Of The Constitution Of South Carolina, 1895, So
As To Provide That Membership In A Constitutional Convention
Shall Not Be Construed To Be Within The Inhibition Of The Constitution Against Dual Office Holding.•,
by adding at the end of said section the following:
"'Membership in such a convention shall not be construed
to be within the inhibition of this Constitution against dual
office holding. 111
"Yes----------No".
Those voting in favor of the amendment shall erase the word "No";
those voting against the amendment shall erase the word "Yes".

